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Whilst looking for a new Chair of our 
Council of Management (the 
directors and trustees of both the 
WMHBT and the WBPT) I agreed to 
act as Chair during the “inter-
regnum”. I am happy to report that 
our previous Chairman, Bob Tolley, 
who suffered heart problems prior to 
stepping down, is fit and well and is 
in danger of resuming the same level 
of involvement with the Trusts! As a 
son of Kidderminster, Bob is keen to 
be actively involved with our 
Weavers’ Cottages project over the 
next twelve months. His skill and 
enthusiasm will be greatly 
welcomed. The Trusts owe him a 
great debt for the time he served as 
Chairman. Thank you Bob. 

My time as acting Chair has been 
amply rewarded since I took that 
Chair in May last year. You will read 
of our progress on projects 
elsewhere in this newsletter, but I 
am overjoyed to report that, when 
you read this, the West Midlands 
Trust will have completed the Lye 
and Wollescote Chapels project on 
the 29th of January and the 
Worcestershire Trust’s contractors 
will be starting on site at the 
Weavers’ Cottages in Horsefair, 
Kidderminster on 1st February. The 
Chapels building, set beside the Lye 
cemetery, had its own funeral when 
it was closed and the Anglican 
chapel was deconsecrated. It has 

now been brought back to life with a 
new purpose and new identity. 

What could be better for those of us 
seeking to preserve our built 
heritage? As one project completes 
another starts! This joyous position 
is a result of the commitment, 
tenacity and resilience of my fellow 
trustees and other volunteers, the 
redoubtable David Trevis-Smith, our 
professional Project Organiser, and 
our dedicated professional teams 
and contractors. We are appreciative 
of the patience of our principal 
funders - the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and the Architectural Heritage Fund - 
and to the financial support of 
charitable trusts. 

We are most fortunate that we are 
able in our society to benefit from 
our past to enhance our quality and 
understanding of life in the present 
and the future. It is sad and painful 
to witness the cultural vandalism that 
is taking place in other parts of the 
globe. 

The Trusts do not stand still as you 
may observe. We continue to pursue 
the conservation and restoration of 
buildings at risk in the areas we 
cover. We have also consolidated 
the strength of our coverage by 
exploiting the talents of our trustees. 
All trustees are now coincidentally 
trustees of the West Midlands and 
the Worcestershire Trusts. 

Discussions are being progressed 
with another like-minded 
organisation to add to our ability to 
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meet our mutual aims and augment 
our store of expertise in carrying out 
our work. Hopefully you will be able 
to read of progress on this front in 
the next edition. 

As we emerge from winter into 
spring I wish you well in your search 
for our tangible heritage. 

John B Woodall Chair, January 2016 

 

Work by Croft Building & 
Conservation to deliver the West 
Midlands Historic Buildings Trust 
project involving the Lye and 
Wollescote Cemetery Chapels 
building reached practical 
completion on 29th January 2016 
and, on the same day, the lease to 
the Borough Registrar commenced. 
The chapels building is now referred 
to as The Thomas Robinson 
Building, after the original architect, 
as it can have no religious 
connotations for its new use as a 
venue for civil ceremonies. 

Having finished their work on the 
chapels building, Croft have been 
commissioned to refurbish the lodge, 
prior to marketing as a residential let. 
Work began on 1st February and is 
expected to take 6 weeks to 
complete. Marketing by our 

appointed agents, Lex Allan, will 
start when the refurbishment works 
are nearing completion. 

Following a competition organised 
by the Registrar and a public vote to 
choose a couple to win a free 
wedding, the first wedding in The 
Thomas Robinson Building will be on 
2nd April 2016. 

Prior to that, WMHBT members are 
invited to a WMHBT event to 
celebrate completion of the project 
that is to be held on Thursday 3rd 
March 2016. The provisional 
programme (subject to confirmation) 
is: 

12.00noon – 12.45pm: Arrival and 
an opportunity to tour the site 

12.45pm – 1.15pm: Speeches 

1.15pm – 2.00pm: Buffet lunch 

To give us an idea of numbers to 
expect at the celebration event, 
please let me know if you will be 
attending (email: david@dts-
solutions.co.uk; tel: 07711 601560). 

Meanwhile the heritage-related 
project activities are also nearing 
completion. Thanks to work by the 
Activity Plan team, in particular by 
Jean Weston and Marlene Price, 
and following approval by trustees 
on the steering group and by 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), a 
number of items have been 
completed and published: cemetery 
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heritage trail leaflet; town heritage 
trail leaflet; and four interpretation 
panels now installed in the cemetery. 
The online educational resources 
await approval by HLF and should 
go ‘live’ very soon via the project 
website. 

Carolyn Healy continues to support 
establishment of the new ‘Friends of 
Lye and Wollescote Cemetery’ and it 
is encouraging that there are now 16 
active members. 

The most significant activity since 
my last report was a second public 
open day held on 28th November 
2015. A separate article in this 
edition of the Newsletter provides an 
account and thanks are due to all 
who helped in any way to make this 
another very successful event. 

There is also more exciting news 
with our other ‘live’ project, at the 
Weavers’ Cottages in Horsefair, 
Kidderminster by Worcestershire 
Building Preservation Trust. Since 
my last report our architects for this 
project, Rodney Melville & Partners, 
and quantity surveyors, Austin 
Newport, completed their appraisal 
of the six tenders received for the 
building contract, which confirmed 
that the tenders were within budget. 
This meant the Trust could let the 
building contract, once the Trust 
owned the property. 

To satisfy a condition of the HLF 
grant, it was important for WBPT to 
acquire the cottages before 31st 
December 2015. Thanks are due to 

Peter Copsey at mfg Solicitors for 
his patience and diligence in 
enabling the Trust to achieve that 
milestone, which was helped by 
prompt payment of grants to support 
the necessary cashflow by the 
Pilgrim Trust and Architectural 
Heritage Fund (AHF). 

Anyone who has gone through the 
trauma of house buying will know 
nothing is certain until you hold the 
keys to the front door (or, in this 
case, to the security fencing and 
padlocks!) and it was touch-and-go 
as the deadline date approached. 
Indeed the purchase was actually 
completed on 23rd December, the 
last day before 31st December that 
all of the people required to 
complete the transaction were at 
work before the Christmas 
shutdown. It’s not good for anyone’s 
blood pressure to run that close to 
the wire, but we made it (phew!) and, 
of course, all’s well that ends well. 

So WBPT is at last the proud owner 
of Numbers 20, 21, 22 and 23 
Horsefair, which enabled Rodney 
Melville & Partners to be authorised 
to let the building contract and the 
preferred tenderer, Croft Building & 
Conservation, started on site on 1st 
February. Work is expected to reach 
practical completion by the end of 
this year. 

Project funding is primarily an HLF 
grant and an AHF loan, the latter to 
be re-paid by the proceeds of selling 
the cottages upon completion of the 
capital works. 
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Ian Parkin and his Associate, Sue 
Pope, are planning implementation 
of the Activity Plan activities as the 
building works timetable is now 
confirmed. The timing could prove to 
be quite convenient, as there is a 
separate initiative focused on the 
Horsefair thanks to grant funding 
from the Big Lottery. The 
Coordinator of the “DY10 Big Local 
Initiative” has been invited to join the 
project advisory group, to strengthen 
links and coordinate activities where 
appropriate. 

After a long and, at times, frustrating 
time to get to this stage of the 
project, hopefully good times for the 
Weavers’ Cottages are finally on the 
horizon. Watch this space for news 
over the coming months. 

 
Trustees from West Midlands 
Historic Buildings Trust (WMHBT) 
were delighted to welcome Trust 
members and guests to an open 
morning at Lye and Wollescote 
Cemetery Chapels on Saturday 28th 
November 2015. 
 
Representatives from WMHBT, the 
Architects, Contractors,  Activity Co-
ordinators and the Friends of Lye 
and Wollescote Cemetery were on 

hand to guide visitors and answer 
questions and exhibition material, 
site plans and “before” and “after” 
photographs of the conservation 
works were all on display to tell the 
story of the project  as it neared 
completion. For visitors who wanted 
to venture a little further afield, 
information panels were also 
available around the Cemetery, 
which are subject of a separate 
article later in this Newsletter. 
 
In order to advertise the event, press 
releases went out to the Trust’s 
comprehensive media and 
organisation contact list and articles 
appeared in the Express and Star 
and Stourbridge News. The Express 
and Star also carried out an online 
video interview with the Vice 
Chairman of the Trust and the 
Construction Site Manager.  
 

 
 
Flyers were delivered to around 200 
surrounding homes advising the 
residents about the opening and the 
local schools and colleges that had 
been involved in the project were 
also notified in order to give staff, 
students and parents the opportunity 
to see the results of their efforts. The 
event was promoted through the 
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Trust’s Facebook page and 
enthusiastic local supporters, who 
were also members of the Lye and 
Wollescote Local Historical Society 
and Black Country Society, 
promoted the event to fellow society 
members  
 
During the 2.5 hours opening, from 
10.30am to 1pm, an estimated 175 
visitors passed through the doors. 
Most came from Lye, Wollescote, 
and Stourbridge but the longest 
journey was for a party of visitors  
from Manchester who had family in 
the cemetery and had come that day 
to visit the grave, noticed the open 
day in progress and were delighted 
to be able to see inside. 
 

 
 
Visitors included around a dozen 
students from Redhill School who 
had been involved with the design of 
the new stained glass windows, 
along with their proud parents and 
head of Art Department, and primary 
school pupils who had created some 
of the painted murals on the 
hoardings earlier in the course of the 
project. 
 
There were a number of people who 
were looking around with the 
intention of holding their wedding 

there in the next year or so and 
immediate neighbours from the 
houses opposite and adjacent who 
admitted simply to being nosey! 
 
Sales of the Trust’s books about the 
Chapels and some of the more 
notable burials in the cemetery, 
written by local historians and Trust 
members, Jean Weston and Marlene 
Price, were brisk and an optional 
contact list was completed by a 
significant number of visitors, with a 
view to building up the local support 
network and encouraging new 
Friends and volunteers. 
 
Compliments made by visitors via a 
series of “post-it” notes included the 
following: 
 
“All together very well done”; 
“Very impressive, lovely stained glass 

windows relevant to the area”; 

“Excellent. Great craftsmanship”; 
“Great project for local area and 

community”; 

“Absolutely fantastic! Delighted that it’s 
been done to such a high standard in our 

neighbourhood”; 

“I had not known the chapel was here until 
my daughter was involved in the art project. 

She (and me) are proud of the outcome 
and it has been a pleasure to see the 

building repaired so sensitively and returned 

to a parallel use!”; 
“Nice to see it brought back to life”; 

“Gives further life and use as society 

changes. Very well done”; 
“Work is coming along marvellously, very 

impressive. Looking forward to seeing the 

finished product. Money well spent"; and 
 “Brilliant work. It is so rewarding as a 

Wollescote born person with family 
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members laid to rest in the cemetery to see 
that such care and thought has gone into 

the restoration”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Redhill School Students (who helped 

design the new stained glass 
windows and came to the open 

morning to see the results of their 
work) Anna and Aimee (above) and 
(below centre) Mehrun with  brother 

Bilal and Aunt Shahbana 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nick Hogben. 
 
Much of the material used in this 
article has been taken from a report 
on the open day prepared by 
Andrew Meredith, whose assistance 
is greatly appreciated. 
 

 
The project for the Lye and 
Wollescote Cemetery Chapels 
Building (now known as The Thomas 
Robinson Building) was heavily 
supported by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF), whose strategic aims 
are to conserve the UK’s diverse 
heritage for present and future 
generations to experience and enjoy; 
to help more people, and a wider 
range of people, take an active part 
in, and make decisions about, their 
heritage; and to help people to learn 
about their own, and other people’s 
heritage.  
 
One of the requirements of the HLF 
funding was that the Trust should 
prepare an “Activity Plan” which sets 
out everything about the way in 
which the project will help to address 
those strategic objectives, apart from 
the capital or physical works 
undertaken to conserve the buildings 
themselves.  
 
The Activity Plan in this case 
proposed (amongst many other 
things) a series of interpretation 
panels around the cemetery to help 
visitors to learn about their own, and 
other people’s, heritage and the 
Trust is delighted to report that the 
four panels have now been installed. 
They are available to be seen 
whenever the cemetery is open and 
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cover the topics of The Thomas 
Robinson Building, Iconography and 
Symbolism, The Nonconformist 
Burial Area and The Commonwealth 
War Graves. 

 
THE THOMAS ROBINSON 

BUILDING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first panel describes The 
Thomas Robinson Building, which is 
the new name for Lye and 
Wollescote Cemetery Chapels, 
Thomas Robinson being the 
Stourbridge architect who designed 
the original building. It was 
constructed by C A Horton of 
Brierley Hill, completed in 1878 and 
opened (with its burial ground) in 
1879, providing Anglican and 
Nonconformist chapels. 
 
It was closed in 1993, falling into 
disrepair and becoming a target for 
vandals, but was acquired by West 
Midlands Historic Buildings Trust on 
31st March 2014. Work on the 
building began in 2015 and the 
building is to become the Citizenship 
and Registration Office for Dudley 
Metropolitan Borough. The clock (by 
A Webb of Lye) was installed in 

1912 to celebrate the coronation of 
King George V. 
 
ICONOGRAPHY AND SYMBOLISM 
  
The next panel shows how the 
majority of the grave monuments are 
typical of those of the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. 
 
The most common feature of these 
is the cross, several of which can be 
seen of varying sizes, often mounted 
on three steps which represent faith, 
hope and charity. Angels represent 
the angel of God guarding the dead 
or carrying the deceased to heaven. 
A broken column, often entwined 
with ivy, represents the break from 
earthly to heavenly life while doves 
indicate peace or the messenger of 
God. Clasped hands are symbolic of 
a farewell or last goodbye. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cemetery itself is a good 
example of a “Garden Cemetery” in 
which some of the trees also have 
their own symbolism. The yew, for 
example, is a symbol of everlasting 
life and monkey puzzles are also 
quite common, in the belief that the 
sparse foliage will deprive the devil 
of a hiding place from which to 
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observe funerals and steal the souls 
of the departed. 
 

THE NONCONFORMIST BURIAL 
AREA 

 
The next panel notes that the first 
major religious influence in The Lye 
were the Nonconformists who 
opened the first chapel on Lye 
Waste in 1805, followed by the 
Established Church, with the building 
of Christ Church in 1813. At the time, 
serious divisions existed between 
the two factions and the decision 
was taken to erect two separate 
chapels in the one building. The 
layout of the cemetery reflected the 
division and the central pathway 
effectively divides the burial ground, 
with Nonconformists buried to the 
left and Anglicans to the right. The 
first recorded burial – Stephen 
Brookes, an infant of one month – 
took place in the Nonconformist area 
on 22nd April 1879. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cemetery is one of three in 
Dudley Borough to have a 
designated Muslim section, where 
graves are oriented towards Mecca. 
The first known Muslim burial was of 
Nahid Akhtar, another infant (of 11 
months) in January 1978. 

 
THE COMMONWEALTH WAR 

GRAVES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The final panel describes how more 
than 300 men from the Lye and 
Wollescote townships lost their lives 
in the two World Wars. There are 25 
Commonwealth Graves in the 
cemetery of which 15 are graves of 
men who died in the First World War 
and 10 are graves of men who died 
in the Second. The youngest First 
World War soldier to be buried there 
was Pte George L Perkins, who was 
aged 20 years and 9 months and 
died from wounds received in action. 

 
Every now and again I take a day 
out, travelling by train for a ride on a 
preserved steam railway. A few 
weeks ago I visited Welshpool, for a 
ride on the Welshpool and Llanfair 
Light Railway (“W&LR” for short). 
The Network Rail station is at the 
eastern extremity of the town. The 
W&LR terminus is on the western 
edge of the built up area. The 
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distance between the two is about a 
mile. The respective train timings 
gave me at least an hour’s leisure to 
walk in and through Welshpool. 
  

 
 

Welshpool Station 
 
The modern Network Rail station is a 
bare island platform. It is flanked by 
an inner by-pass road separating it 
from the large Victorian station 
building, now in a variety of 
commercial uses. Built by the 
Cambrian Railway in the 1870s, it 
has an array of mansard roofs and 
gables, topped with wrought iron 
cresting. 
 
Immediately over the road from the 
station my eye was caught by some 
striking Neo-Georgian  almshouses, 
a very carefully-composed block in a 
style close to that of Edwin Lutyens, 
with a two-storey centre pavilion and 
single-storey wings, with chimneys 
rising from the ridges of steep 
hipped roofs. Unfortunately, a UPVC 
glazing salesman had been at work, 
so that some character had been 
lost. Fortunately, neither roofing nor 
doorcases, nor brickwork (with 
shallow rusticated angles) had been 
touched.  
 

 
 

Neo-Georgian Almshouses 
 

 
 

Neo-Georgian Hospital 
 
Just up the road from the 
almshouses another Neo-Georgian 
designer had been at work to create 
the main block of the former cottage 
hospital, with a coved cornice and a 
central feature with twin urns. Here, 
fortunately, the original sashes had 
escaped unscathed.  
 
Opposite was a police station, 
probably designed by the same hand 
as the almshouses, but retaining 
original casements. Another 
significant example of good quality 
Neo-Georgian. 
 
Towards the town centre was an 
Early Victorian ‘ribbon development’ 
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of austere but handsome detached 
brick villas. Then a hump in the road. 
This turned out to be a bridge over 
the Shropshire Union Canal, in 
navigable condition. Here was a 
basin and a preserved warehouse, 
now converted into a museum. 
 
 

 
 

Welshpool Canal Basin 
 
Next to the warehouse was a small 
waterfront of terraced cottages. The 
endmost still carried a sign “Canal 
Agent Office”. The canal had been 
laid out immediately next to the town 
centre. 
 
Central Welshpool is virtually a 
single street running approximately 
east-west, with a shorter cross-axis 
running more or less north-south. A 
short way up from the canal was a 
striking Venetian Gothic three-storey 
building, perhaps a purpose-built 
hotel.  
 
Modern Welshpool has a traffic 
problem, as the cross-axis road is 
the busy A483, negotiating the main 
street at a complicated traffic light 
controlled junction. Clearly, the 
modern sort-of inner bypass running 
past the Station has not done much 
to solve this particular issue.  As you 

might expect, one corner of this 
crossroads was occupied by a large 
Georgian hotel, possessed of a large 
(ballroom?) rear wing with blind 
arcading on to the street. 
 
Beyond the crossroads was a 
substantial Victorian market hall, still 
in retail use. Past here I began to 
note buildings of a more vernacular 
than ‘polite’ character, either half-
timbered or using rough-dressed 
blocks of a local igneous stone. 
 
However, what did catch my 
attention was one terraced row in the 
fierce, hard, orange brick 
characteristic of that produced in the 
brickworks of Ruabon, further north 
along the Welsh border, whose 
products were shipped far and wide 
by the Cambrian Railway. This row 
had terracotta dressings in a 
matching hard orange. 
 

 
 

Terraced houses in Ruabon brick 
 

This main street climbs steeply. Off 
to one side, above the rooftops, I 
could see the turrets of a massive 
Victorian Church. I found a steeply-
ascending side lane that ran right up 
to its east end. This was Christ 
Church. A big, bold, chunky Neo-
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Romanesque building, raised on a 
hill-top overlooking the town. 
 

 
  
Christ Church, Welshpool, from the 

east 
 
When I looked it up afterwards I 
found that it had been built as early 
as 1839-44 to the design of one 
Thomas Penson, the client being the 
then Earl of Powis. Possessed of an 
eastern sanctuary apse, aisled nave 
with north and south porches, Christ 
Church had a very substantial north-
west tower. 
 
Walking round, I noted a “Private 
residence” sign on the south door. 
Outside the west door was a clothes-
dryer and a small family party sitting 
at a table having elevenses! 
Following the loss of the 
congregation at the end of the 20th 
century the financially impoverished 
Church in Wales had no solution but 
to sell off the church for conversion.  
 
Even so, the churchyard was full of 
graves and still much visited for this 
purpose. I particularly noticed a 
magnificent Celtic Cross memorial to 
Viscount Clive, killed in the trenches 

in World War I. The delicate carving 
had an almost Art Nouveau feel.  
 

          
 

Christ Church, monument to Lord 
Clive 

 
Immediately next door to Christ 
Church was a former Church School 
and schoolhouse, now a residence 
and a Christian bookshop. This was 
an attractive Victorian structure in 
the local stone, with lighter 
dressings. There were even some 
small barley-sugar chimneys on the 
ridge! 

 
 

 
 

Former Church School 
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Back in the main street I recorded a 
large terrace in local stone and a 
Venetian Gothic bank in polychrome 
brick with sandstone dressings. 
 
 

 
 

Terrace in local igneous stone 
 
A small shop preserved a very late, 
perhaps 18th century, example of 
rectilinear half-timbering. 

 

 
 

Georgian (?) half-timbered shop 
  
My train ride on the W&LR is another 
story, but there is a very significant 
factor to add. Up until 1964 the 
W&LR ran right through the northern 
side of Welshpool to interchange 
sidings at the then British Railways 
station. However, upon the W&LR 
being taken over by a preservation 

society, the then Borough Council 
had said ‘no’ to the continued 
operation of the 2’6” narrow gauge 
railway through the town. They 
wanted some land for an inner by-
pass, seeing the future lying in road 
transport. 
 
In the light of hindsight, a very short-
sighted decision, for, in 2011, the 
Welsh Highland Railway started 
operation through the streets of 
Porthmadog, Gwynnedd. 
 
The ‘train in the street’ is proving a 
major tourist attraction in 
Porthmadog. So the ‘Holy Grail’ for 
Welshpool is reinstatement of the in-
town section of the W&LR to the 
enormous potential profit and benefit 
of the town.  
 
That said, modern Welshpool has 
not been too much damaged by the 
20th and 21st centuries, and is a 
very pleasant place to visit, with an 
array of traditional buildings as well 
as the significant Victorian and 20th 
century ones I have picked out. 
  

 
 

View over Welshpool from Christ 
Church Churchyard 

 
Peter Arnold 
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This visit, which was enjoyed by 
sixteen members and friends, 
proved to be very fascinating and 
absorbing. We were made very 
welcome by both management and 
the many folk of the workforce we 
were introduced to during our tour. 
Everyone was very willing to talk to 
us and demonstrate the skills they 
were engaged with. 

Dreadnought Tiles has been on this 
site since 1805 and takes its name 
from the Napoleonic warship which 
was in the news at that time, and 
has the slogan attached to its 
memory – ‘Dread nought but God’. 

It is still a family company and prides 
itself on continuing a tradition of 
creating a quality product and being 
able to meet demands for large or 
small orders some rather unusual 
(such as creating decorative finials 
for a roof where the builder had 
damaged one finial accidentally then 
purposely damaged the other to 
match – much to the chagrin of the 
owner whose finials were his pride 
and joy – see rear cover picture!).  

Rather surprisingly ceramic clay tiles 
are very little more expensive to buy 
than the ubiquitous concrete product 
favoured by many builders. And as 

our guide pointed out ceramic tiles 
can be on a roof for a hundred years 
and be reclaimed and sold again for 
more than their original price! The 
Roman’s brick walls still stand to 
prove Dreadnought’s point about the 
durability of clay. 

Dreadnought’s clay is mined from a 
clay pit a short distance from the 
pottery works so transport is not a 
major problem. From the pile of raw 
clay a digger moves it into a hopper 
and then on to a pugging process 
which mixes and refines the clay so 
that it is malleable enough to move 
into the various processes to create 
tiles, bricks and decorative items.  

 

 

 

 

 
This company has invested sensibly 
in automation and has several robot 
machines to speed up and reduce 
the manpower needed in the making 
of standard tiles.  

 

 

 

 

VISIT TO 

DREADNOUGHT TILES, 

PENSNETT: 

 DECEMBER 2015 
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The more shapely designed tiles still 
need the hand of the craftsman – 
although it has to be said that the 
robot machines themselves seem to 
need the watchful eye of the 
craftsman and his knowledge of clay 
and its condition. 

Firing of bricks and tiles goes on for 
most of the year only stopping for 
the annual summer holidays. In 
slack periods products are stock-
piled so that orders can be met when 
there is an upturn in demand – as is 
the norm in building which has 
seasonal fluctuations of activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

The company is able to provide 
products which match much of what 
has gone before and this is 
particularly useful to the heritage 
conservation industry where past 
colours, textures, shapes and style 
have to be matched. 

Great care is also taken to only send 
out a quality product and as 
tiles/bricks come out of the kiln they 
are hand-sorted and any with 
blemishes are immediately binned. 
About 10% of Dreadnought’s product 

has to be discarded to preserve this 
high standard.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dreadnought is always looking for 
ways to increase its product range to 
keep its 67 employees busy. A 
recent addition has been the 
production of quarry tiles. The 
renovation of houses with quarry 
tiles from a past era has needed a 
replica tile to match the old – and the 
company has been able to do that 
and has added this to its regular 
range of tiles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is refreshing to visit a company 
with such a history but with a 
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concern to produce a modern 
environmentally sound product 
which has application both to 
heritage needs and to that of the 
modern builder. Dreadnought is 
keeping alive a great Black Country 
tradition of brick and tile making and 
achieving it with craft skills both 
traditional and cutting-edge modern.  

Well done Dreadnought and thank 
you for a great insightful visit. 

Philip Adams 

 

Background: 

In November 2015, Lyn and I were 
very fortunate to be able to make our 
second trip to New Zealand, 
following our first trip in 2012. 

During our first visit this was a 
“…vibrant city in transition, coping 
creatively with the aftermath of New 
Zealand’s second-worst natural 
disaster. Traditionally the most 
English of NZ cities, Christchurch’s 
heritage heart was all but hollowed 
out following the 2010 and 2011 
earthquakes that left 186 people 
dead” (Lonely Planet New Zealand 
South Island (Te Waipounamu) 

October 2014). In 2012 we were 
advised not to attempt access as the 
entire city was chaotic, with only 
restricted areas available excluding 
the historic core. 

Much has happened during the 
intervening period but much remains 
to do, before the locals regain their 
composure and confidence, although 
this part of the world will never be 
free of seismic activity. 

Comments: 

The original Anglican Cathedral, 
which opened in 1881 to designs by 
George Gilbert Scott, was badly 
damaged in the earthquake of 
Tuesday 22nd February 2011. The 
front of the Cathedral suffered 
extensive damage and part of the 
adjacent nave roof collapsed. The 
spire fell into Cathedral Square, 
followed by the upper half of the 
tower. 

 

 

 

 

Thirteen bells fell to the ground with 
the tower. The fifth bell was so badly 
cracked that it had to be recast but 
the other twelve survive intact. It is 
intended that six light bells will be 
hung in the new tower to be built 

CHRISTCHURCH 

CATHEDRAL, SOUTH 

ISLAND, NEW 

ZEALAND:  DAMAGE 

 BY EARTHQUAKES  
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next to the new Transitional 
Cathedral; this is not yet built. 

With access to the city now almost 
back to normal, I could not resist a 
visit to see for myself the extent of 
the damage and form my own 
opinion of the new ‘cardboard 
cathedral’, an ill-judged euphemism 
for the correctly titled Transitional 
Cathedral. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cathedral Square is the historic hub 
of the city and sits at the heart of the 
grid of streets that delineate the 
devastated city centre. 

Christchurch Cathedral is the much 
loved icon of the city and has 
become emblematic of the battle 
between those who seek to preserve 
what remains of Christchurch’s 
heritage, the fiscal pragmatist, and 
those ideologically inclined to things 
new. Where have I heard these 
phrases before? 

Although the February 2011 
earthquake brought down the Gothic 
church’s 63m high spire, leaving only 
the tower ‘intact’, subsequent 
earthquakes in June and December 

2011 destroyed the cathedral’s 
prized rose window. Despite the 
nave remaining largely intact, the de-
consecration and demolition of the 
cathedral was announced in March 
2012 by the Anglican Diocese. 

Heritage advocates launched court 
proceedings to prevent demolition, 
and I understand cases are still 
pending. 

However, what of the New 
Transitional Cathedral? All must 
judge for themselves whether this is 
a fitting, apparently short-term 
solution to the problems facing the 
local congregation, as it is 
considered as the city’s temporary 
Anglican Cathedral and a concert 
venue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The concept was envisaged and 
created by internationally 
renowned(?) Japanese architect 
Shigeru Ban who specialises in 
designing temporary public buildings 
and houses for people anywhere in 
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the world who are affected by natural 
disasters. 

Although we gained access to the 
new – the old is securely fenced and 
inaccessible – and met many of the 
locals who now take on the 
responsibility of running and 
maintaining the cardboard cathedral, 
I was not able to determine the 
acoustic properties of this 
challenging space but was able to 
appreciate the unkind epithet. 

Most striking internally is the roof 
structure, supported by rows of 
laminated timber trusses concealed 
by huge cardboard tubes and this 
‘architectural expression’ is also 
used in much of the internal sub-
division and furnishings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone I spoke to seemed 
delighted with their new place of 
worship and it is certainly a striking 
addition to the Christchurch 
townscape. 

Summary: 

I must thank Adam for transferring 
some of my photographs to his slide 
show and leave it to others equally 
fortunate to be able to make the long 
journey to Christchurch to form their 
own opinion on this ‘interesting’ 
structure. 

But what of the future? We were told 
that the site must be returned to its 
former use in 5 years time, i.e. 2020, 
when battles will no doubt begin 
again. 

One other development in this 
recovering city worth seeking out is 
the use of steel storage containers to 
provide temporary shops. We are all 
familiar with these ‘tin boxes’, but to 
see them painted in bright colours 
and stacked up in rows as the city 
centre is regenerated to enable 
established businesses to continue, 
is very innovative and architecturally 
imaginative in this wonderfully 
resilient country. 

Robert J Tolley BSc Hons Dip Arch 
RIBA AABC 05 01 2016 

 
Remember that you can follow West 
Midlands Historic Buildings Trust on 
Twitter @WMHBT and Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/WestMi
dlandsHistoricBuildingsTrustwmh
bt 

TWITTER AND 

FACEBOOK 
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NEW YEAR EVENT: 

DUDLEY: SATURDAY 

19TH MARCH 2016 

This event, originally planned for 
January, was, due to circumstances 
beyond our control, postponed. But 
this may be good as we are hopeful 
of better weather as spring 
approaches. 

We meet for coffee at The Old 
Glasshouse, Priory Street, Dudley at 
10.30. We will have an introductory 
talk about the restoration of The Old 
Glasshouse and then be able to 
venture out into Dudley to see some 
of the recent conservation highlights 
of the town, which is making great 
efforts to restore its image and to 
enable visitors to appreciate its long 
and very interesting history. 

We will then return at 12.15 to The 
Old Glasshouse for lunch. Our 
introduction to Dudley will be guided 
by Jayne Pilkington, one of our 
Trustees and a member of Dudley 
MBC conservation team. We very 
much look forward to learning from 
Jayne what has been achieved and 
what remains to be done. Especially 
interesting to us as the Trust has 
quite recently been involved in the 
struggle to conserve one of the 
town’s significant buildings. 

Please let us know that you would 
like to join us for this event with the 

coffee, presentation and meal. The 
meal will be a la carte, so a good 
choice of menu with no fixed cost – 
you decide on the day what you 
would like. 

There is a booking deposit for the 
meal and coffee of £15 with cheques 
made payable to West Midlands 
Historic Buildings Trust and to reach 
us by Saturday 5th March at the 
latest. Send to Philip Adams, 36, 
Beauty Bank, Old Hill, Cradley Heath 
B64 7HZ. Tel. 01384 562472 or 
Mob. 07746052324. 

 
Acting Chairman: John Woodall; 

 
Vice-Chairman: Jayne Pilkington; 

 
Treasurer: Andrew Bradley; 

 
Membership Secretary: Steve 

Mason; 
 

Minutes Secretary: Peter Arnold; 
 

Newsletter Editor: Nick Hogben; 
 

Trustees: Philip Adams, 
Katherine Andrew, Mark Balkham, 

David Bills MBE,  Nigel Brown,  
Nigel Heardman, Nick Joyce, Robert 
Tolley; Sue Whitehouse (co-opted); 

 
Project Director: David Trevis-Smith; 

 
Company Secretary:  Peter Copsey. 

EVENTS PROGRAMME 

THE MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE 
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