
     

Historic Willow Court Farmhouse, Droitwich will be ‘safe as houses’ 

with National Lottery support  

 

The Worcestershire Building Preservation Trust has received initial support* from The 

National Lottery Heritage Fund for the Willow Court Farmhouse, Droitwich it was 

announced today. Made possible by National Lottery players, the project aims to save 

and transform this historic 16th Century building into six new affordable homes.  

Development funding of £259,400 has been awarded by The National Lottery Heritage 

Fund to help The Worcestershire Building Preservation Trust (WBPT) progress their 

plans to apply for a full National Lottery grant in 2022. The WBPT is working together in 

a new partnership with Wychavon District Council and Platform Housing Group to 

restore and convert this empty Grade II listed property. 

The collaboration between a Building Preservation Trust, Local Authority and Housing 

Association to rescue a heritage building at risk for sustainable use as affordable 

housing establishes a model that has potential to tackle two important issues: creating 

a viable secure use for historic buildings at risk and providing more affordable rent 

homes.  

The farmhouse, which has not been lived in for decades, is in a poor condition, so the 

first stage of the project will make the site secure and develop detailed plans to save 

the building. The longer-term plan will see essential conservation work undertaken to 

stabilise it, including preservation of a historic timber frame hidden inside, and create 

six new affordable flats. An apprenticeship programme is planned, alongside a series 

of local community events and activities which will help to unlock the lost history of the 

farm and surrounding land. Research into a possible royal link will be also undertaken 

as it is thought that the farmhouse was part of the Salwarpe estate lands once owned 

by the family of Katherine of Aragon, wife of King Henry VIII. 

The property is currently owned by Wychavon District Council, who have been working 

with the Trust for the past two years to find a sustainable, viable future for the building 

and it is intended that upon completion, the flats will be leased by Platform Housing 

Group as affordable rent homes. 

Commenting on the award, Sue Whitehouse, Chair of The Worcestershire 

Building Preservation Trust said: “We’re delighted that we’ve received this support 

thanks to National Lottery players and aim to work with the local community in the area 

as we develop the project further. Added to the funding we have received from 



     

Wychavon District Council and the Architectural Heritage Fund, we are now able to 

ensure that Willow Court Farmhouse will indeed be safe as houses!” 

Cllr Bradley Thomas, Leader of Wychavon District Council, added: “We have been 

working closely with the WBPT and Platform Housing Group to develop this project. 

This support, thanks to National Lottery players, will ensure that the new partnership will 

bring real change and benefits to both Willow Court Farmhouse and the people around 

it.” 

Gerraint Oakley, Executive Director (Growth and Development), Platform Housing 

Group said: “We are thrilled to be involved in this project; ensuring that the historical 

importance of Willow Court Farmhouse won’t be lost is certainly heart-

warming.  Bringing the property back to life will be a wonderful addition to the local 

community.  And with the need for affordable housing increasing, this project looks set 

to be a welcome addition to our growing portfolio of homes.” 

 

Notes to editors 

Images 

WBPT has permission to reproduce the attached images for publicity purposes: 

1 - Willow Court Farmhouse today - north elevation 

2 - Willow Court Farmhouse today - south elevation 

 

About The Worcestershire Building Preservation Trust. 

The Worcestershire Building Preservation Trust (WBPT) is a charitable company 

established to preserve for the benefit of the nation buildings of especial beauty or 

especial historic or architectural interest in the county of Worcestershire. Six historic 

buildings have been saved via WBPT's work, most recently the conservation and 

renovation of Weavers' Cottages in Kidderminster made possible with grants from a 

number of funders including the Heritage Lottery Fund (now the National Lottery 

Heritage Fund) and Architectural Heritage Fund. For details and more information about 

WBPT’s work, please see our website: www.wmhbt.org.uk/wbpt.htm 

Follow @worcsbpt on Twitter and Facebook 

http://www.wmhbt.org.uk/wbpt.htm
https://twitter.com/worcsbpt
https://www.facebook.com/Weavers-Cottages-423436841047299/?fref=ts&ref=br_tf


     

 

About Platform Housing Group 

Platform Housing Group owns and manages 47,153 homes across the Midlands, with 

a portfolio that includes social and affordable rent and shared ownership houses. The 

group has G1 governance and V1 financial viability ratings from the Regulator of Social 

Housing and a Standard and Poor’s A+ rating. 

Platform is currently the second largest housing association builder of affordable homes 

completing 1,448 new homes in 2019/20 and also a Homes England strategic partner 

with a delivery target of at least 1,138 homes over the coming year. 

www.platformhg.com 

 

About The National Lottery Heritage Fund 

* National Lottery Heritage Fund grant applications over £250,000 are assessed in two 

rounds. Willow Court Farmhouse ‘Safe as Houses’ project has initially been granted 

round one development funding of £259,400 by The National Lottery Heritage Fund, 

allowing it to progress with its plans. Detailed proposals are then considered by The 

National Lottery Heritage Fund at second round, where a final decision is made on the 

full funding award of £1,398,100. 

Using money raised by the National Lottery, we inspire, lead and resource the UK’s 

heritage to create positive and lasting change for people and communities, now and 

in the future. www.heritagefund.org.uk.  

 

Follow @HeritageFundUK on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram and use 

#NationalLotteryHeritageFund  

 

About The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF) 

The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF) is a registered charity, working since 1976 to 

promote the conservation and sustainable re-use of historic buildings for the benefit of 

communities across the UK. We do this by providing advice, information and financial 

assistance in the form of early project grants and loans for projects undertaken by 

charities and not-for-private profit organisations.  

The AHF believes that better places can be built through community enterprise. Historic 

buildings and places play an essential role in our everyday lives, our cultural identity 

and our economy. Our historic environment can inspire creativity and enterprise, it 

http://www.platformhg.com/
http://www.heritagefund.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundUK
https://www.facebook.com/HeritageFundUK
https://www.instagram.com/heritagefunduk/


     

brings communities together, and it makes people happier about where they live. For 

40 years, we have been supporting people achieve viable community-led solutions for 

the re-use of historic buildings at risk.  

Follow @ArchHFundUK on Twitter and Facebook 

Further information 

For further information and interviews please contact Sue Whitehouse at The 

Worcestershire Building Preservation Trust on 07722 923 907 or email 

sue.whitehouse@wbpt.org.uk 

 

 

https://twitter.com/ArchHFundUK
https://www.facebook.com/ArchHFundUK


     

 

Willow Court Farmhouse, North Elevation 

 


